
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5553 July 26, 2011 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK) having assumed the 
chair, Mr. HURT, Acting Chair of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 2584) making appro-
priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2587, PROTECTING JOBS 
FROM GOVERNMENT INTER-
FERENCE ACT 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, from 

the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 112–183) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 372) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2587) 
to prohibit the National Labor Rela-
tions Board from ordering any em-
ployer to close, relocate, or transfer 
employment under any circumstance, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2012 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 363 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2584. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2584) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2012, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. HURT (Acting 
Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
an amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. DICKS) 
was pending, and the bill had been read 
through page 9, line 12. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Rhode Island is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
to support the amendment introduced 
by my friend and colleague, Ranking 
Member DICKS, and in opposition to the 
broader FY 2012 Interior appropriations 
bill. This bipartisan amendment, I be-
lieve, is critical to restoring the long-
time commitment to protecting our 
most threatened species from extinc-
tion. 

The gentleman from Virginia is abso-
lutely correct that so many of these 
species our planet actually depends on, 
and it is a symbiotic relationship that 
protects our environment. 

The language in the underlying bill 
to prevent any funds from being used 
to list new species under the Endan-
gered Species Act, I believe, is short-
sighted and only serves to punish a 
successful program for preserving crit-
ical habitats. And this language is just 
one example of the extremely harmful 
policies included in this bill. 

On the broader bill itself, and how it 
fails to help our economy and create 
jobs, I want to mention that in my 
home State of Rhode Island, our unem-
ployment rate right now continues to 
be the third-highest in the Nation, at 
10.8 percent. Right now we need invest-
ment in our infrastructure and in our 
resources to create jobs and modernize 
our communities. 

New England is home to some of the 
oldest infrastructure in the Nation, 
and it is estimated that our drinking 
water infrastructure needs will cost 
over $400 million over the next 20 
years, and that our State has $1.16 bil-
lion in unmet wastewater needs. But 
instead of addressing these needs by in-
vesting in our communities and cre-
ating new jobs, this bill slashes both 
the Clean Water and Drinking Water 
State Revolving Funds by 55 and 14 
percent, respectively, below last year’s 
levels. 

In this time of complex and conten-
tious debates about our debt and future 
fiscal security, I constantly hear my 
colleagues talk about the burden our 
actions will place on the next genera-
tion. Yet this bill would repeal and 
block implementation of two of the 
most important laws that keep our en-
vironment safe, the Clean Water and 
Clean Air Act. 

Now, what chance are we giving our 
children to grow up and flourish if we 
can’t protect the rivers and bays that 
they swim in and the water that they 
drink? 

I’m also very disappointed that this 
bill blocks the EPA from finalizing a 
rule reducing emissions of mercury 
from power plants. Now, last week, 
Members were down here on the floor 
speaking about the tiny amount of 
mercury in light bulbs. Yet, today 
these same Members are blocking a 
rule that would keep our fisheries 
healthy and safe for consumption, in 
addition to preventing 17,000 premature 
deaths each year. 

I don’t understand how my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
can be opposed to a small amount of 
mercury last week, yet today seem-
ingly have no problem, no problem 
with much larger quantities of the 
same substance, but it being allowed to 
endanger public health. 

Now, lastly, I urge my colleagues to 
fight against the nearly 80 percent cut 
in the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, the lowest amount in its 45-year 
history. As many of us are well aware, 

hunting, fishing, camping, and other 
outdoor recreation activities are a 
great benefit to our economy, bringing 
in a total of $730 billion each year and 
supporting 6.5 million jobs. 

b 2040 

These numbers bear out when you 
look at my home State of Rhode Is-
land. Each year, 163,000 sportsmen and 
436,000 wildlife watchers combine to 
spend $381 million on wildlife-associ-
ated recreation in Rhode Island. We 
have incredible national wildlife ref-
uges, which have been protected with 
LWCF funding, and which offer fami-
lies in my district an opportunity to 
enjoy beautiful parks, trails, and open 
spaces at no cost during these tough 
economic times. 

Mr. Chairman, I don’t believe that 
this bill reflects our values or our 
shared desire to preserve our beautiful 
Nation. I believe we can and we ought 
to do better for our constituents and 
for our children. I urge my colleagues 
to reject this bill and to bring a bill to 
the floor that preserves our environ-
ment, creates new jobs, and protects 
our commitment to future generations. 

Mr. DICKS. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. LANGEVIN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Washington. 

Mr. DICKS. I just want to commend 
the gentleman for his statement. It’s 
an outstanding statement. You covered 
this very comprehensively, especially 
the part about infrastructure. There 
was a $688 billion wastewater backlog 
during the Bush administration. We 
should be putting people to work on 
those kinds of projects. The gentleman 
is absolutely right, and I appreciate 
him being here late in the evening to 
support my amendment. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. I thank the ranking 
member. I want to commend the gen-
tleman for sponsoring this amendment 
and for his work on the broader bill. 
This is the right thing to do, to defeat 
the broader bill here and bring a bill to 
the floor that really reflects our val-
ues. 

Again, I thank the gentleman from 
Washington State for offering this 
amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONAWAY. I move to strike the 

last word. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Texas is recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Chairman, as has 

been spoken earlier, the Endangered 
Species Act is broken. What began as a 
tool to help scientists protect vulner-
able populations of endangered animals 
and plants has metastasized into an 
economic straitjacket from which 
there is no relief. 

To illustrate my point, I would like 
to share the stories of two species that 
make their home in west Texas: the 
Concho water snake and the dune sage-
brush lizard. 

The Concho water snake was first 
listed as threatened on September 3, 
1986. Since that time, the citizens of 
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